Filler Migration and Florid Granulomatous Reaction to Hyaluronic Acid Mimicking a Buccal Tumor.
Hyaluronic acid is among the most commonly used cosmetic fillers. Although considered biocompatible and safe, it may rarely cause a wide range of complications. The authors report a case of migration of hyaluronic acid concomitant with granulomatous inflammatory response that mimicked a buccal tumor. A 52-year-old female presented with a solid painless mass of the right buccal area. The patient denied any history of trauma and cosmetic procedures of the affected area. Skin and mucosal membrane were intact and the lesion was firm and well fixed in the deep plane. Due to worrisome clinical presentation and the patient's history of breast cancer, the lesion was excised radically. Histopathological examination revealed multiple granulomas surrounding amorphous lakes of hyaluronic acid. During repeated, thorough anamnesis the patient admitted having underwent lip augmentation and nasolabial fold correction with HA two years before, after which the filler must have migrated posteriorly. Physicians need to be aware of various complications associated with cosmetic fillers as they may mimic severe clinical conditions.